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Dear Madam / Sir 
Thank you for downloading the Synthfarm Funding Proposal. 
 
Thank you for downloading our funding proposal.  Synthfarm is an independent 
community based organisation, created for education and 'access' to music 
technology, synthesis,  sound-production, cognitive learning and making DIY 
synthesizers. Synthfarm is the only residency in India committed to the art and 
practice of electronic music, along with carefully curated mentorship to deepen the  
experiences of creating, learning and experimenting with sound, in the twenty-first 
century. Over the past four years, we have facilitated a total of six such residencies 
with the number of participants, returning students and inquiries increasing every year. 
 
To sustain our efforts and widen opportunities for the vast demographics of the 
country, the program requires external support. Funding options and allocation of 
resources is explained on Page 8, 9 and 10 for your perusal. There are several ways 
for fostering and sponsoring this effort : 
 
1. 3500 EUR: Integral Funding and Partnership. 
2. 2500 EUR: : Expansion and Sustainability. 
3. 1500 EUR: Scholarship Fostering Female Talent. 
 
We really appreciate your time and interest in this endeavor. Please continue to read 
about our growth, participation, empowerment programs, challenges, team and 
directions for the future.  Welcome to Synthfarm! 
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Since March 2015, Synthfarm has completed 6 programs. The first edition hosted 10 
participants and 3 faculty members. Since 2015, participation has doubled : Episode 6 
February 2019 concluded with 19 participants and 5 faculty members. The applications 
to join the  residency has grown 250% during the last 4 years : due to the limited 
capacity in terms of lodging, food and hospitality at the residency, the current ‘student 
cap’ is set to 22 persons plus 5 faculty members and 3 part-time assistance staff. At 
Synthfarm, total ‘Learning Hours’ counted approximately 4550 hours [6 residencies 
conducted over the last 4 years with a total of 92 participants and 7 unique faculty 
experts] 
 
Visiting Student Demographics. 
A. Newbies - Young Non-Professionals - 32% - 18 to 30 years. 
B. Semi-professionals -  44% -  30 to 35 years. 
C. Professionals - 24%  - 35 to 55 years. 
D. Male : Female Ratio 7 : 3 [Under Improvement Plan] * 
 
Faculty / Educator Demographics. 
A. 35% Faculty is based outside India. 65% within India. 
B. Average Faculty Age - 40 Years. 
C. Cost of Faculty = Travel + Stay + Hospitality  - 
Is paid 100% via internal resources of Synthfarm. 
Mentors = Male : Female Ratio 2 : 0  [Under Improvement Plan] * 
 
* Refer to the Empowerment of Female Talent in Electronic Music at Synthfarm - 

Synthfarm, India’s leading 
residency for sound 

synthesis, modular science 
and electronic music 

learning.

2015 to 2019

0

5

10

15

20

25

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS RESIDENCY 
83%

R&D 
11%

COURSE CREATION 
6%

DISTRIBUTION OF 
RESOURCES 

AT SYNTHFARM.

http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/2018/02/synthfarm5.html


SYNTHFARM 
FUNDING 
PROPOSAL

Synthfarm, India’s leading 
residency for sound 

synthesis, modular science 
and electronic music 

learning.

Participation

0

0.425

0.85

1.275

1.7

1 2 3 4 5 6

annual revenues

NON PRO 
32%

SEMI PRO 
44%

PRO 
24%

VISITIN
G

 STU
D

EN
T PR

O
FILE.

Synthfarm 6 Round Up Feature : Read Here
Synthfarm 2019 Video Series : Testimonials & Showcases

Making The 'Poca-synth' at Synthfarm
Artist Experience at Synthfarm

http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/2017/08/synthfarm-call-for-registration.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vW4C2Q_Vjk
https://audiopervert.blogspot.com/2019/02/synthfarm-2019.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvOkEXOu1wowESpk0aqJQHKH7B-LAK_Vv
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EGaRMvtvdTU&t=0s&list=PLvOkEXOu1wowESpk0aqJQHKH7B-LAK_Vv&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPyExXVwS7A&list=PLvOkEXOu1wowESpk0aqJQHKH7B-LAK_Vv&t=0s&index=8
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COURSEWARE
1. Modular Synthesis - Understanding components and overview of modular synthesis 
[VCO, VCA, LFO, Sequencer, Patching & Mixing] ‘Prepared Synthesis’ and performance 
using modular synthesizers. 
 
2. Do-it-Yourself ! - Understanding electricity and circuits to making basic fun synthesizers. 
Participants learn how to assemble DIY kits designed and fabricated by Animal Factory 
Amplification and 5Volts. 
 
3. The Live Studio - Layout, formation, dynamics and ‘real-time’ use of the studio as a ‘Live 
Space’. This involves connecting, patching, mixing of instruments, synthesizers, 
microphones and voice. 
 
4.  Audio Midi Basics for Beginners - Participants are introduced to the basics of MIDI and 
Audio, concepts of time, pitch and arrangement. Digital information and it’s practical 
applications in music production. 
 
5. Ableton - Basics. Workflow. Overview into production of sounds and beats. Harnessing 
Midi and Audio inside Ableton environment. Esoteric ways of performing live electronic 
music. 
 
6. Software Based Music Production - Participants learn various tools involved  in 
production. Creating sounds, rhythm, mixing, equalization, compression and esoteric 
problem solving. Virtual Synthesis. 
 
7. Edicts of Electronic  Music - Brief overview about the foundations (and accidents) of 
electronic music through discussions and presentations. 
 
8. Cognitive Science of Sound - Conceptual deconstruction of music via critical theory. 
Cognitive skill formation as building blocks for understanding music in a cultural, social, 
economic and political context. 
 
9. Dynamics of Live Synthesis - Multiple users interact, connect and share digital 
information to make live music or end up with lots of noise! Team building via sound and 
the harnessing of collective sonic energy. 
 
10. Generative Music / Art of Randomization - The advent of generative artificial 
intelligence in music production. From basic concepts [Why and How to Randomize] to 
building practical musical models. 
 
11. Hardware Software Integration - Rudiments and options to merge hardware and 
software. For making sounds, for recording and producing music. 
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Courseware is designed to  :  
1. Encourage students to think / act progressively, practically and
critically. 
2. Increase creativity in music via practice, exchange, debate and
experiments. ‘Think Outside The Box’ 
3. Develop individuality as well as foster community ethics
involving knowledge and resources. 
4. Hands-On-Learning. Courses with direct interaction between
students based on building excercises. 
5. Equality in the learning field : Working outside traditional
teacher-student hierarchies. We All Can Learn ! 

Empowerment of Female 
Talent In Electronic 
Music.  Synthfarm was 
quick to realise the need to 
be actively inclusive in 
furthering its vision. Since 
its fourth edition in 2017, the 
residency began offering 
two scholarships to 
female participants that 
cover full costs of 
participation, stay and 
flights. The empowerment 
plan will expand in 2020-21 
to include ‘female mentors 
and faculty members’. 

Synthfarm 2019 included the highest number of 
female participants since it's inception in 2015, 
notching a 65% increase since last year with 
the Empowerment of Female Talent Program.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vW4C2Q_Vjk
http://synthfarm.in/empowerment-of-female-talent/
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Economics of Synthfarm. 
The cost of education is subsidized at Synthfarm in order to attract more 
students as well as create diversity (of classes, gender, geographies, 
practices etc) A majority of urban music schools and tech-institutions in India 
charge exorbitant prices (often unaffordable by most amateur artists). Our 
ideology has gradually succeeded in it’s objective due to appropriated funds 
and resources of curators and informal donations. Yet sustainability over long 
term remains insecure ...

Lets look at some existing examples of short-term courses in the field of 
electronic music production. 
 
1. Point Blank School (London) - 2 weekend course = 400 euros. 
2. London School of Music - 2 day course = 240 euros. 
3. True School of Music (Mumbai) - 2 week course = 320 euros. 
4. Swarnbhoomi Music Academy (Chennai) - 3 Month Diploma = 1350 euros. 
5. Berklee Online - 4 week course - 1280 euros. 
(these costs do not include travel, accommodation and food) 
 
Synthfarm - 3 day residency including stay and food = 110 euros.  

Student Fee 
‘Early-bird’ discount price : INR.8000/- 
[99 euros] 
‘Last-minute-bird’ price : INR.9000/- 
[110 euros] 
 
Both packages include: Full 
Courseware. Open Studio. Airport 
transfers from and to Kolkata airport or 
city centre + Accommodation at the farm 
+Healthy meals and beverages.

A major factor in keeping cost of 
operations and logistics low is the 

location itself, outside Kolkata, a small 
rural pocket of West Bengal. The 

appropriation of funds since the 
inception of Synthfarm has impacted 

certain objectives in a very positive 
way. Currently we are lacking the 
sufficiency needed for increased 

growth and sustainability.http://synthfarm.in/register/

http://synthfarm.in/register/
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EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE

Synth farm B i rd 's  Eye V iew :  1 -L ive  Stud io  2-Modu lar  Space 3-Synth
Makers  Square  4-D in ing  Area 5-L iv ing  Space 6-Product ion  Room  7-
K i tchen 8-Network ing  Lounge 9-Garden 10-L iv ing  Space 11-
Vegetab le  Compound 12-Pond 13-Ch i l l -ou t  Lo f t .

Overview : 3 principle learning spaces and 1 area for DIY courses. The ‘Live- 
Studio’ equipped with two 24-channel mixing desks, several analog and digital 
synthesizers, a collection of vintage sound gadgets and drum machines, effect 
processors and adequate amplification. Adjacent studio dedicated to Modular 
Science and product showcases. Courses covering production, mixing, software and 
Ableton takes place at the third studio equipped with projector and basic sound mixing 
capacity. The fourth space at the residency, though very small is dedicated to DIY synth 
making courses. Value of Invested Infrastructure at Synthfarm = 38,000 Euros.

https://goo.gl/maps/Nmhr4p3ds3v
http://synthfarm.in/
https://goo.gl/maps/Nmhr4p3ds3v
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The funding proposal requests 3500 Euros as annual funding : The 
funding structure is divided into three categories - Covering integral support 
to partial aid to specific targeted assistance. Fund utilization and growth 
cycle is explained in the diagram : 

FUNDING

Currently up-to 83% of available budget is spent on logistical, travel, food, fuel, hospitality 
and maintenance costs. The infrastructure of Synthfarm can expand ergonomically within 
the given spatial limits of the venue, provided necessary funding is secured. Thus 
generating capital and additional resources every year. Policy, Curation, Funding and 
Resources ensures increased number of beneficiaries and a sustained impact.
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#1 - 3500 EUROS 
Integral Funding and Partnership with Synthfarm. Complete engagement 
covering operation, scholarships, development and curation. 
 
#2 - 2500 EUROS 
Activating Expansion and Sustainability. Building new spaces, utilities,
archives and opportunities within existing structures. 
 
#3 - 1500 EUROS 
Empowerment of Female Talent in Electronic Music. Dedicated for female
students & mentor support. 
 

FUNDING OPTIONS

#1 Integral Funding. 
Exclusive partnership with Institution / Brand for minimum 2 years. 
Partnership role extends into cooperation, networking and curation. 
Invitation for One Representative from the Institution/brand (Stay + 
Presentation Space). 
Logo & Accreditation at all synthfarm events, videos, podcasts, social media 
and our website. 
 
#2 Expansion and Sustainability. 
Partnership for minimum 2 years.  
Logo & Accreditation on all synthfarm events, video, podcasts, social media, 
our website. 
Invitation to the residency for One Representative of the brand (Stay + 
Presentation Space). 
 
#3 Empowerment of Female Talent In Electronic Music. 
Annual Partnership.  
Logo & Accreditation on our website and videos. 
Inclusion of Institution / Brand in various synthfarm activities and projects. 
 

The  following page explains the distribution of funds manifesting as 
multiple objectives and activities at Synthfarm :



http://www.synthfarm.in/
http://www.synthfarm.in/
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Last but certainly not the least : ECOLOGY & SYNTHFARM. 
Set inside lush tropical flora and fauna, the residency invites artists with a 
positive attitude, attuned for growth and creativity. Synthfarm encourages an 
organic, ecologic and progressive outlook towards life and music alike. The 
residency is also vested in nature conservation and will devote resources in 
this direction 2019 onwards. We believe in sharing & caring : Being conscious 
about mother earth, the animals, birds and plants just like we are about 
electronic music, the technology and culture. 
 
Join us. Grow with us! 

THANK YOU

www.synthfarm.in 
 
Curators 
Varun Desai [ 5volts ] India 
Samrat B [ Audio Pervert ] Spain 
Lionel Dentan [ Da Saz ] Switzerland 

Building Curious Positive Futures

varun@littlei.in 
+91 9830046963 
 
audioperv@gmail.com 
+32 612282966 

http://synthfarm.in/
http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/2018/02/synthfarm5.html
http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/2018/02/synthfarm5.html
http://synthfarm.in/
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Varun Desai [5volts] : For more than a decade, Varun Desai has created, 
fostered and managed various entities, festivals, events and collectives of 
electronic music, world-fusion and jazz. Since 2007, Varun Desai heads 
Littlei, a multifarious organization based in Kolkata India, which is vested in 
music, arts and electronic creativity. As an artist, 5volts is an unique merger 
of technology and sound, living the ‘synthesizer music tradition’. Varun Desai 
is the founder of Synthfarm and curates the ‘Synth-makers’ course as well as 
managing various logistical operations at the residency. Read Complete 
Profile 
 
 
Audio Pervert [Samrat B] : An artist, producer, DJ, curator, synthesizer 
geek and blogger based in Valencia, Spain. He is connected in myriad ways 
with global indie music culture for 18+ years. As a musician and producer, 
born in New Delhi India, he has worked with bands, collectives, DJs, for TV 
and Bollywood as well as a host of institutions and international clients. 
Currently building projects with various agencies based in E.U and India in 
the fields of electronic music,  education and empowerment of artists. At 
Synthfarm, Audio Pervert is dedicated to present new ideas, courses and 
thinkers for the residency and has initiated ‘cognitive learning' in electronic 
music. Read Complete Profile 
 
 
Lionel Dentan [Da-Saz] : An artist who can balance the art of east/west 
music paradigms, in both electronic and acoustic terms. His key-score is a 
combination of Modular Synthesis, Middle Eastern instruments to bits of Jazz 
to Indian classical Sitar and even Noise. His 'Sufi Electro' production titled ‘Jet 
Lag’ released on Phat Phish Records [Mumbai] clinched the “Best Indie 
Sound” in 2008 in India. Lionel heads the Modular Synthesis program at 
Synthfarm with the principle aim of encouraging students into discovery, 
understanding and spontaneity of Modular synthesizers. Read Complete 
Profile 

http://synthfarm.in/curators/
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Kotak Mahindra Bank. C.R. Park New Delhi 110019 
Account Name : Neus Gimeno Gimeno 
Account Number : 0411444868 
ISFC Code : KKBK0004593 
Nominee : Synthfarm Funding.

Caja Mar. Patraix, Comunidad Valencia 46018. 
Account Name : Samrat Bharadwaj 
IBAN : ES23 3058 2012 4427 2001 3473 
Nominee : Synthfarm Funding.

Document written and designed by SamratB. Valencia ESP 2019. Synthfarm Funding Proposal. 
 http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/
http://synthfarm.in/

http://audiopervert.blogspot.com.es/
http://synthfarm.in/

